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Calendar of Activities

Land stewardship: page 2
The two words that most aptly i . I S|l yea
toward the land stewardship component of our mission are FY 17 C%ﬁtmﬁ,e@
INNOVATION and COLLABORATION. Our accomplishments on tlje €. . page
landscape this past year included a number of innovative strategief ijn
land management. Examples of these innovations include the Volunteer A preCIatlon
i mpl ementation of a omobd gr az E)ﬁmsys our
Conservation Area to improve bobwhite quail and upland game halpit

and the strategic design of various conservation practices on both || || ... pagg 4
public and private land projects to maximize farming efficiency while
improving habitat and water quality. In both projects, we worked 201718 Concerts seri
collaboratively with the landowners to not only apply conservation fo
the land, but to improve their farming operation in the process.

Conservation Education Summer Camp Revie
Much of our conservation education work this year took place behipd ;

the scenes. With the assistance of a REAP Conservation Educatiom €. . page
Program grant and a ton of community support including contributifpn|

from the Murray Foundation and Kiwanis, we were able to increasq %Public Programs

o

program offerings while taking on the monumental task of overhauljn é dage
practically all of our program curriculum. As part of our new strateg”c C
environment al education pl an, vueére upgradijfng o
incorporate STEM, Core, and Next Generation Science Standards|jnfoAnimal Ambassadors

our curriculum. When wedore doneg, any educatfor i

be able to take one look at our program guides and know preciselyj|hpw

to integrate our outdoor education programs into their classrooms.| | 77 Back Pgge




Fall & WinteCalendar of ActivitiJs

1st Wednesday each month at

Monday, December 18, 8 am

5:30 pm, Des Moines County Conservation Board Classroom and fieldtrip sign up begins for the

meetings are held at DMCC main office

1st & 3rd Friday night each month,

Witte Observatory is open free to the public for
stargazing provided by Southeastern Ilowa
Astronomy Club members at sundown

Friday, September 29, 7:30 pm

Mar k Stuart concert, St
Saturday, September 23,-@00on

Paddle in the Park, Big Hollow Lake

Saturday, October 7, 12pm

Kids Science Expo, Star
Saturday, October 7, 25 pm
Shooting Range

Nature Center

Friday, October 13, 7:30 pm

Novel |l deas concert, St
Saturday, October 21, 9hoon

Paddle in the Park, Big Hollow Lake

Friday, November 10
Veterans Day observed, DMCC main office closed

Friday, November 10, 7:30 pm
Br ot her Trucker
Center

concer

Thursday & Friday,

November 23 & 24

Thanksgiving holiday, DMCC main office
and Nature Center closed

Tuesday, December 6,-8 pm

Certifi cWeélcomerCen@o ur s e,

second semester.

Friday & Monday,

December 25 & 26

Christmas holiday, DMCC main office and Nature
Center closed

Monday, January 1
AewodsYeCaarvbes NholLr dagentng
Center closed

Friday, January 12, 7:30 pm

Smal | Pot atoes concert,
Center
ros Cave Nature Center

Saturday, January 27, 10 am
Eagle Watch, begins at Port of Burlington
Starraos

Friday, February 2, 7:30

Switchback concert, St g
arrodos Cave Nature Cent e
Thursday, February 15, 7 pm

Owl Prowl , Starrods CayvV-qg

Saturday, February 17,-8 pm
Shooting Range
Nature Center

Certi fid
Monday, March 26, 5 pm
HuntSetrarSadfset €ategiNiuast,ur§

Saturday, February 24, 11 ad2 pm
Science Expo, Starrds (

Saturday, April 21, 8 and 12 pm
Earth Day Cleanup, port of Burlington

Saturday, May 12

ari n

St

et ar

Shooting Range Certi f i cdouthJambor€oBigHsllew St arr ds
Nature Center
Saturday, May 26, 10ard 12pm
Critter Catch, Starrds
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Outdoor Recreation

The most notable project of the year is certainly the work that took place in the campground at Big
Recreation Area. Water and sewer hookups were installed to all 32 RV sites and the treatment faci
service them all was built as well. Though t

one. We also completely rebuilt a pond at Leopold Recreation Area, improved trails all over the comnty,

and began improving access to Big Hollow Lake. Behind the scenes, we launched a new online re

system which gives us the ability to take campsite, cabin, and shelter house reservations and payn
online.

Our Annual Report, which is available on our website, gives a snapshot of some of the great things
accomplished this past year. But to really s
parks, youdll just have to take the family o
Chris Lee,

Executive Director Des Moines County Conservation
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Our Mission...
Des Moines County Conservation is dedicated to the DMCC Board Members
sustainability of natural resources through land stewardship, LaVon Worley, Chair
conservation education and by providing quality outdoor Angela Vaughan, Vieghair
recreation opportunities. Cathy Ziglar, Secretary/Treasurer
Jim Garnjobst, Member
Jim Steer, Member
Wild River Ramblings Conservation Staff
Fall & Winter 2017 2018 Chris Lee, ExeCl:Itive Director
Wild River Rambliisges biannual publication distributed free of Jefn Breuer, Ofiice Manager
charge by Des Moines County Conservation. Everyone is entitjed Pat Rogge, Park Ranger
to full and equal enjoyment of the opportunities, privileges, an John Mercer, Park Ranger
advantages available in the conservation areas within Des Moiflef J€reémy Yost, Natural Resource Manager
County. For those who can not read the size of the print in thi Tanner Grim, Technician
publication, a large print vlel|fsi oentRectorgEELPardipgiore by ¢ o
Cave Nature Center, 11627 Slt|anrFragces Qugn laterprgtivedNaturgligt
52601, (319) 7%808. Edited by Kent Rector. Visit us Online:
www.dmcconservation.com.
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Vol unteer awar ds]]

In August Des Moines County Conservation recognized the many volunteers that donated time anfi labor
to their many outdoor programs. This yearos [[eve
presented OReflections on |l owa's Rivers and¢{(The
Conservation volunteers. The event also included a program by Conservation Director, Chris Lee
regarding the importance of natural areas and outdoor recreation. DMCC staff then recognized all fhe
efforts that volunteers have helped with over the last fiscal year including trails, campgrounds, edugation,
public programs, and maintenance. The event concluded with the presentation of the annual awargjs for
Volunteer of the Year, Environmental Educator of the year, and Volunteer Group of the Year.

This year Bryon Ross received the Volunteer of the Year award. Bryon began volunteering as a cgmp host
in 2007 and is currently the camp host at Big Hollow. Bryon continues to go above and beyond nofmal
expectations ensuring that all of the park visitors have a positive experience.

Judy Hilkin was awarded Environmental Educator of the Year. Judy continues to help with several|gfter
school programs and environmental clubs. She is also an active member with the Southeastern lojva
Astronomy Club and collaborates on several projects and programs with our education staff.

CNH I ndustrial was awarded Volunteer group aqf t
dayo at Big Holl ow. I n one day, 63 CNH empljoye
shed, painted buildings and picnic tables, cut brush, improved fishing access, and restored pond dams.

. . . B )
Judy Hilkin,| Envir|cCNigntvaoll unt eer [Group| of “fihe Yeay

ryon Rossi Vol u
Educator of the Year. i
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2017-18 Concert Series

All concerts are held on a Friday at Starrds| Cav
beginning at 7:30 pm. Admission is $10 for adults and $2 for those under 18. Refreshments are sefved at
intermission.

September 29, Mark Stuart
After many years on the Americana/Folk circuit, Stuart has cultivated a very rounded

Novel Ideas, October 13

The Novel Ideas are a counfotk quartet of friends hailing from the great state of
Massachusetts. Theydve earned a repytat:
moving foufrpart harmonies and rich Americana sound. From rock clubs to living
rooms to festival stages, the band strives to convey honesty and intimacy throudh
their music.

Brother Trucker, November 10th

Americana roots rock, Brother Truck
widely considered the seminal, lowa Independent record label, Trailer Records. |-
Based out of lowa City, Trailer Records featured the very best of what was
nationally coined as 0The | owa Soun

Small Potatoes, January 12
The Chicago based folk duo of Jacquie Manning and Rich Prezioso say it has taken
them years of careful indecision to develop a repertoire they describe as "Celtic fo
Cowboy."

Switchback, February 2nd

Switchback is the awaravinning duo of Brian FitzGerald and Martin McCormack.
Switchback draws on traditional Celtic music and original Americana songs that
reflect their Irish heritage and Midwestern roots.

March: TBA
We are currently scheduling the March performance.

Crane Wives , April 13

Initially part of the indie folk boom, their sound has grown and
broadened with each new recording. The Crane Wives weave together jan
eclectic sound making categorization difficult: rock, pop, folk? Just cal
it really good music, and you will never want their melodies to leave your
head.
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2017 Summer Day Camps

Summer i s a l
Center.
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Starrds Cave Natur e
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staff for our busy summer and fall programs. Having the extra personnel allowed us to offer three adfitional

summer camps and will increase our fall programs in area classrooms and afterschool programs. T
additional camps were new opportunities focusing on youth agd$,18n age group that is typically difficult
target. We also created more opportunities for campers ag#3.10

of the

Getting students outside is probably the most important aspect of our education model. Research shoys that

children are spending more than six hours a day

play. More programs and camps gets more kids outside. Several resources including the No Child Lem Inside

Coalition describe how environment al educatio
achievements in core subjects, increases engagement and enthusiasm for learning, and can even reducg

i nt
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and behavioral problems. It has been proven that increased outdoor time benefits cognitive functioning, feduces

symptoms of attention deficit disorder, and increasesdistfipline and emotional webeing.

Starrds Cave Nature Center continues to help ad
the natural world. Every camp or classroom program we offer is designed to be fun, active, and engagi
provide high quality environmental learning experiences through games, crafts, stories,-dapmthimature

dr es
hg. They

exploration. We would like to thank the Burlington Kiwanis and all those who support our efforts or participage in

our programs. Without your support we would not be able to do what we do.
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